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Departments  in  India,   amounting in all to
about a quarter of a million.

These payments constitute tlie chief part of
what is often described as the economic
" drainJ? on India, their presence being the
chief factor in causing the excess of exports
over imports,1 which amounts ordinarily to
some twenty million pounds. This " drain "
is often spoken of as if it were something
distinctive which marked India out as a
tribute-paying State. But so far from this
being the case, we find that the foreign trade
of any economically undeveloped countiy,
whether its people be rich and prosperous
'like those of Canada and Australia, or back-
ward and poverty-stricken like those of India
and Japan, is marked by the same feature.
Canada and Australia, like India, borrow in
England the capital they need for their
development, and in consequence pay interest
in England. Their Governments, like the
Indian Government, incur expenditure for
governmental work done in England (e.g. the

1 Owing to complicating factors, such as the investment
of fresh English capital in India, it is of course not possible
to correlate the figures precisely.